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not only of how you vote but, even more impor-
tantly, whether you vote.

You will come in contact with thousands of
people between now and then. And when the
Scripture said that we are all admonished to
render unto Caesar those things which are
Caesar’s—well, I’m not Caesar, and we’re not
a dictatorship or an empire, but you know what
the Bible means. It’s more today. When that
Scripture was written, all that meant was, pay
your taxes. Nobody had a vote—nobody had a
vote. Today you’ve got the vote. You can actually
be in the driver’s seat. There is no Caesar with-
out you—[laughter]—unless you sit it out.

Our adversaries, they think a whole bunch
of you will stay home. They know it’s going
to be a hassle. They know it will be an effort.
But you just remember every good thing that
you’ve felt good about in the last 6 years. And
you think about how you want to feel Wednes-
day morning.

We need to reelect Carl McCall, and all
America needs to know about Carl McCall, not
just New York. All America needs to know about
Carl. We need to send Chuck Schumer to the
Senate because all America, and not just New
York, needs that. We need to get that balance
back in our Congress so we can do some of
these things that we can’t get done now. But
it all depends on you. It all depends on you.

I am more grateful than you will ever know
for the friendship and the support of the people
of New York, to me, to my wife, to my Vice
President, to our administration; for the friend-
ship and support of the African-American com-
munity, and especially the clergy. But the thing
about this kind of work is, you never get to
stop—you never get to stop.

In the last week we’ve had a lot to celebrate.
You had your hand on John Glenn’s shoulder.
You had your prayers answered about the con-
tinued process of peace. You can think about
your children’s future with 100,000 more teach-
ers. But there are huge fights out there left
to fight—huge. And we need you.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:45 p.m. in Ball-
rooms B and C at the Ramada Plaza Hotel. In
his remarks, he referred to human rights activist
Rev. Wyatt Tee Walker, pastor, Canaan Baptist
Church of Christ; Rev. James Forbes, pastor, Riv-
erside Church; H. Carl McCall, New York State
comptroller; Bishop Norman Quick, pastor,
Childs Memorial Temple, Church of God in
Christ; civil rights activist Rev. Al Sharpton; Prime
Minister Binyamin Netanyahu of Israel; and
Chairman Yasser Arafat of the Palestinian
Authority.

Statement on Signing the Technology Administration Act of 1998
October 30, 1998

Today I am signing into law H.R. 1274, the
‘‘Technology Administration Act of 1998.’’ The
Act strengthens the technology programs of the
Department of Commerce to meet the chal-
lenges of the 21st century.

The Act will enable the Commerce Depart-
ment’s National Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology (NIST) to better serve the Nation’s more
than 380,000 smaller manufacturers by elimi-
nating the 6-year sunset provision for Federal
co-funding of NIST Manufacturing Extension
Partnership centers.

The Act also authorizes NIST to establish a
program to help elementary and secondary
school teachers to convey to their students im-
portant lessons in measurements, manufacturing,

technology transfer, and other areas in which
NIST researchers possess world-class expertise.

I am especially pleased to sign this legislation
because it includes an initiative that I have
sought for the past 2 years: expansion of the
Malcolm Baldrige National Quality Award to in-
clude education and health care organizations.
The Foundation for the Malcolm Baldrige Na-
tional Quality Award deserves special credit for
its work to endow this expansion, as does NIST,
which manages the program in close cooperation
with the private sector. Now the Federal Gov-
ernment can do its share to foster performance
excellence in schools, health care, and business.

The Act also officially establishes within the
Department of Commerce an Office of Space
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Commercialization and the Experimental Pro-
gram to Stimulate Competitive Technology.
These programs address two important compo-
nents of our overall competitiveness strategy:
our wise use of commercial space capabilities,
consistent with public safety and national secu-
rity requirements, and enhancement of techno-
logical opportunities for the States.

This Act furthers my Administration’s commit-
ment to ensure that technology remains the en-
gine of economic growth. We have more work

to do. My Administration will work with the
106th Congress on legislation to reauthorize the
Commerce Department’s Technology Adminis-
tration and other NIST programs.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
October 30, 1998.

NOTE: H.R. 1274, approved October 30, was as-
signed Public Law No. 105–309.

Statement on Signing Wildlife and Wetlands Legislation
October 30, 1998

Today I am signing into law H.R. 2807, an
omnibus measure that includes many provisions
I supported to enhance fish and wildlife protec-
tion.

The Act reauthorizes the Rhinoceros and
Tiger Conservation Act through FY 2002 and
prohibits the sale, importation, and exportation
of products labeled or advertised as derived
from rhinoceroses or tigers. This will substan-
tially eliminate the demand for products made
from these endangered species. The Act also
reauthorizes, through FY 2003, the North Amer-
ican Wetlands Conservation Act and the Part-
nerships for Wildlife Act, two of the most pop-
ular, cost-effective, and productive environ-
mental conservation programs.

I note that section 304 of the Act amends
the criteria for appointing individuals to the
North American Wetlands Conservation Council.
Specifically, this provision purportedly designates
an officeholder of a named private organization
as a Council member. This raises two issues.
First, the Council is involved in the implementa-
tion of Federal wetlands conservation programs
and, therefore, its members are considered offi-

cers of the United States. Pursuant to the Ap-
pointments Clause of the Constitution, the Con-
gress may not appoint Federal officers. Con-
sequently, I will instruct the Secretary of the
Interior merely to consider the designated indi-
vidual along with other appropriate candidates
for appointment to the Council.

Second, if the Secretary ultimately selects the
individual designated by the Act, that individual
will be subject to executive branch standards
of conduct and criminal conflict-of-interest stat-
utes. The individual’s ability to act fully as a
Council member therefore may be somewhat
curtailed by his or her affiliation with a private
organization.

On balance, the Act provides a considerable
benefit to the conservation of fish and wildlife,
and I am pleased to sign it into law.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
October 30, 1998.

NOTE: H.R. 2807, approved October 30, was as-
signed Public Law No. 105–312.

Statement on Signing the Identity Theft and Assumption Deterrence Act
of 1998
October 30, 1998

Today I signed into law H.R. 4151, the ‘‘Iden-
tity Theft and Assumption Deterrence Act of

1998.’’ This legislation will make identity theft
a Federal crime, with penalties generally of up
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